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Atheism is a world without God. Its true nature whether disguised in Eastern mysticism or American

cynicism is despair. In this thought provoking and witty book, Ravi Zacharias provides Christians a

clear apologetic for their faith. Formerly published as A Shattered Visage, The Real Face of Atheism

systematically examines atheistic positions on human nature, the meaning of life, morality, the "First

Cause," death, and more. With a new introduction and revisions throughout, The Real Face of

Atheism is the perfect text for pastors, students, and thinking laypeople who want to improve their

apologetic skill and reach out to nonbelievers.
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Ravi Zacharias has done an excellent job of tackling a huge subject in a manner which creates an

enthusiasm for further reading. This book is very well written, with a huge index of quotes and

citations from a wide variety of sources. The inclusion of countless viewpoints from across the

philosophical spectrum makes for a very engaging and enjoyable read.The book is segmented into

several areas of focus including values, morality, meaning, and more. In each chapter Ravi opens

with some contrasting viewpoints that start a dialog about how the logical conclusions of atheism

lead to some rather interesting and unavoidable realizations. Nietzsche, who is among the few to

truly embrace the full conclusion of his beliefs, suffered tremendously as a result as his worldview

neither answered nor solved the dilemma of a world without God. (Page 30). Aldous Huxley,

another renowned atheist concluded "science has "explained" nothing". Darwin himself warned

against "the presumption of believing that one could, by contemplating nature, be in possession of



final truths, either in divinity or philosophy." (Page 38). Yet with atheism, the natural determinism is

all that is available to examine such meaning.Quite often, as Ravi discusses, an atheist often finds

him or herself denouncing, yet embracing, a value system that they cannot uphold within their

naturalistic worldview. Nietzsche understood this well and stated "When one gives up the Christian

faith, one pulls the right to Christian morality out from under one's feet". Another famous atheist

Bertrand Russell when in a debate on morality confessed the Achilles heel of atheism when he had

to respond to the question of how one differentiates between good and bad, by stating he did so on

the basis of his feelings.
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